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Vocational Teachers are very fortunate. 
We have our own “Special Area Group” 
(SAG) which provides many benefits to 
all its members. It was, however, only 
after a few very determined Vocational 
Teachers fought long and hard on our 
behalf that this privilege was granted. 
As a result, the Vocational Teachers’ 
Association of Manitoba (VTAM) was 
born and added to the list of other SAGs, 
such as Science Teachers’ Association of 
Manitoba (STAM), Manitoba Association 
of Teachers of French (MATF), Technol-
ogy Educators’ Association of Manitoba 
(TEAM), etc. 
For the first time, Vocational Teachers 
were acknowledged by MTS as an official 
SAG with all the rights and privileges that 
this status provides. Vocational Teachers 
could finally organize their own SAG 
conference, conduct their own Annual 
General Meeting (AGM), elect their own 
Executive, and establish their own man-
date: to promote the value of Vocational 
Education in the Manitoba public school 
system and to protect the rights of every 
Vocational Teacher
Today, VTAM commands a strong voice 
that challenges and influences critical 
decisions made by MTS and government. 
Representatives from VTAM sit on com-
mittees that shape the future of Vocational 
Education. Recently, major strides have 
been made that will provide much needed 
improvement in the quality of Vocational 
Education and its image. (More about that 
at our SAG and AGM.)

Under pressure to keep our technical 
skills current, it is easy to lose sight of 
the real challenge we face every day in 
the classroom—to navigate our students 
to reach their destination. As teachers, the 
course we plot for our students demands 
expertise that transcends technical skill.
Of course, no seminar can ever provide 
this sort of expertise; it is gained through 
experience. Fortunately, experience can 
be shared. This is a unique benefit your 
VTAM SAG offers. It is the ideal forum 
for Vocational Teachers to share strate-
gies, ideas, and experiences. It’s the place 
to meet fellow navigators. After all, we 
are all in the same boat.

We Vocational Teachers must update 
our technical skills regularly in order 
to remain current. However, Technical 
Skill development is only one aspect of 
our professional development. Another 
equally important component is Pedagogi-
cal development. This pertains to the act, 
art, and science of teaching. It is what 
distinguishes the teaching profession from 
a nine-to-five job. Pedagogical develop-
ment addresses the essence of teaching—
what we do and how we do it. It’s about 
the big picture.
While both aspects of professional devel-
opment are equally important, opportuni-
ties for Pedagogical development within 
the context of Vocational Education are 
rare. Fortunately, our annual VTAM SAG 
conference offers a unique opportunity 
for us to meet under one roof and gain 

the latest information that affects us, as 
teaching professionals. This pedagogical 
“networking” can provide valuable insight 
and awareness regarding our role within 
the Manitoba public school system and 
how our role is perceived by shareholders, 
government and the community.

Your VTAM SAG Conference, is where 
ideas, issues and discussion stimulate 
awareness. But your VTAM Annual 
General Meeting (AGM), is where ideas, 
issues and discussion prompt action! Mo-
tions are made, members are elected, and 
votes are cast that directly influence your 
future as a Vocational Teacher. It is truly 
in your best interest to be there and make 
your views count.
We look forward to seeing you at this 
year’s AGM. It’s an enjoyable evening 
with free alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages, plenty of nibbles and lots of 
friendly chat.

Date: Friday, October 21, 2005
Time:  Registration: 8:00—9:00 am.  
 Sessions 9:00 am—3:30 pm.
Place: Kildonan East, Winnipeg

Date: Thursday, October 20, 2005 
Time:  7:00 pm
Place: Manitoba Teachers’ Society
 191 Harcourt, Winnipeg

For more information visit our website: 
wwwvtam.org

There are four positions on the VTAM 
Executive (Editor, Secretary, SAG PD 
Chair and Website Admin.) whose terms 
will expire this year. Each position on the 
executive is a two-year commitment. The 
elections for these positions take place at 
our fall AGM, October 23, 2009, at
Maples Collegiate. The positions are: 

Secretary            Editor
/     Website Admin.

Nominee: _______________________

_______________________________

Position: _______________________

_______________________________

Nominated by: ___________________

_______________________________

Seconded by:  ___________________

_______________________________

If you would like to nominate someone 
for one of these positons please fill out the 
form below and email or send it to:

Andreas Schramm 
Past President / VTAM
Louis Riel Arts & Technology Centre
5 deBourmont Ave.
Winnipeg, MB  R2J 1J9
andreas.schramm@lrsd.net
 


